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Humanities data
Many disciplines

Assyriology, Classics, Egyptology, 
German studies, History, Philosophy, 
Romance studies, Theology…

Many media types

Text, music, film, live performance…

Six millennia of writing
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Scenario 1: Edition of a 
Manuscript
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http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/texts/BTEd/Ms-141

XML

Manual 
Tagging
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Particular thanks to Yahya Al-Hajj, Thomas Selig & 

Waldemar Artes
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TextGrid TEI data model
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TextGrid
Objective:
Establish an interdisciplinary platform — a community 

grid — for research in textual scholarship based 
on grid technologies

Consortium of ten German institutions from academia and the private 
sector

Partially funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF) under the D-Grid initiative since 2006

Deliverables are open source (LGPL) on http://www.textgrid.de/
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Particular thanks Yu Gan, Martin Sievers and Roland 
Schwarz
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http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/texts/BTEd/Ms-141

XML
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http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/texts/BTEd/Ms-141

XML
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Scenario 2: 
Retrodigitization
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Semantic enrichment
(semi-automated, 

hand-crafted parser)

Double keying
(into MS Word)
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Automatization?
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• Unusual Characters

• Unusual Layouts

• Unusual Semantics

• Unusual Segmentations
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Four Challenges
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Unusual Characters
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Profession List Lú-A

A. Falkeinstein (ed.): Archaische Texte Aus Uruk. Berlin, 1936 (= ATU 1). Dargestellt: CDLI P000006

Mittwoch, 28. September 11



L. H. Jeffery: :The local scripts of ancient Greece. Oxford, 1990 
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L. H. Jeffery: :The local scripts of ancient Greece. Oxford, 1990 
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L. H. Jeffery: :The local scripts of ancient Greece. Oxford, 1990 

B. Grenfell et. al (eds): The Hibeh Papyri Part I. London, 1906
Jeffery Archive am Centre for the Study of Ancient Documents.
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L. H. Jeffery: :The local scripts of ancient Greece. Oxford, 1990 

B. Grenfell et. al (eds): The Hibeh Papyri Part I. London, 1906
Jeffery Archive am Centre for the Study of Ancient Documents.
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Letter in Early Sogdian 

H. Reichelt: Die Soghdischen Handschriftenreste des britischen Museums. 1. Teil: Die Buddhistischen  Texte. Heidelberg, 1928
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A. Cappelli: Lexicon Abbreviaturarum / Dizionario di Abbreviature Latine ed Italiane, Milano 1954
Hreinn Benediktsson: First Grammatical Treatise, 1972 

Abbreviations in Latin 
manuscripts
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Diplomatic 
Transcriptions

O. Halldorsson: Oláf Saga  Tryggvasovar en Mesta. Kobenhaven, 1958
U Müller et al (ed.): Neidhart-Lieder. Berlin / New York, 2007
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Unusual Layouts
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Critical Editions

E. Assmann (ed.): Gunther der Dichter.  Hannover, 1987 (= MGH LXIII)
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Many Witnesses

Nestlé / Aland: Novum Testamentum Graece. Editione vicesim septima revisa. Stuttgart, 2006
E. Handley et al (ed.): The Oryrhynchus Papyri, volume LXIV London, 1997

≈ 100 other papyri

Matthew xvi, 3-5
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Synoptic Editions

B. Colgrave, R. A. B. Mynors (eds.): Bede‘s Ecclesiastic History of the English People. Oxford, 1969
K. Aland: Synopsis quattuor evangeliorum.  Stuttgart, 2005
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Material Influence

Dagger of Lachish
Jewish Agency: אנציקלופדיה  מקראית. Vol 1. Jerusalem, 1950

Dedication to Baʿalat
H. Grimme: Althebräische Inschriftten vom Sinai. Hannover, 1923
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G. Buonamici: Epigrafia etrusca. Firenze, 1932
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Unusual Semantics
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Le Dictionnaire de l‘académie françoise. Paris, 1694
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P. Imbs (ed.): Thrésor de la langue française, tome premier. Paris, 1971

Scholarly Dictionaries
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Scholarly Dictionaries
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Scholarly Dictionaries

Grimm: Deutsches Wörterbuch. Leipzig, 1854
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<TEI>[...]<entry xml:id="GA00005" n="1.0004.74"> 
<form><form type="lemma">aa</form>, 
</form><gramGrp><gram type="f">f.</gram></gramGrp>
<sense> <hi rend="italics">einsilbig auszusprechen, name vieler 
fl&uuml;sse und b&auml;che in der Schweiz, in Westfalen und 
anderw&auml;rts, suffix vieler flusz- und ortsnamen wie</hi> Fulda 
Jossa Bibra, <hi rend="italics">fr&uuml;her</hi> Fuldaha Ja&ztail;aha 
Bibaraha (<title type="sigle"><bibl><author rend="prose">Graff</
author> <ref>1, 110</ref></bibl></title>). <hi rend="italics">es ist 
das ahd.</hi> aha, <hi rend="italics">mhd.</hi> ahe, <hi 
rend="italics">goth.</hi> ahva, <hi rend="italics">lat.</hi> aqua, <hi 
rend="italics">wasser, flusz.</hi> </sense>
</entry>[...]</TEI>

Scholarly Dictionaries

Grimm: Deutsches Wörterbuch. Leipzig, 1854
Mittwoch, 28. September 11



Secondary Characteristics are 
Semantics

Colour

Direction

Italics

Small Caps
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Unusual Segmentations
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Hafiz: Divan, W.629: Collection of Poems (divan), Walters Art Museum, p.~122, manuscript dated 1552 AD
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W. Sundermann: Ein manichäisch-soghdisches Parabelbuch. Berlin, 1985
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One Challenge to Rule 
them
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Automatic 
Transscription of 

Physical and Logical 
Markup
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One Challenge to Rule 
them
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Questions?
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